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xlﬁﬂﬂdﬁ&ﬁ say
uted in

uich as this do not gofar

xnoug) toward  creating an

“appreciation. of - diverse back-

gmunds, all mvolved see itasa
poxxmm first  step: toward
improving the community.

1 think ‘the ,(;amerhlg is

cial church on Nolensvﬂl‘ Pll\a
The first Gathering drew 7,500

people to the Gaylord Entertain-

ment: Center, That almost dou-
bled last year, v when more than
13000 peop attended the event

some organizers | said was as

diverse as the city of Nashville.
This year’s event stars at 5

‘pan. at the arena. As in years

past, an offering will "be’ col-
lected, and all proceeds will go to

" local-charity. The name of the

charity - will - be :annmméed
tonigl ight, "o e
Smce the beginning, rgarﬁf
ers have deliberately attempted
10 attract a diverse audience.
“If Christians don't attempt to

address racism and ethnic divic:

sions, where will that begin?”
said Rube} Shelly, of Woodmont

‘Hills Church of Christ on Frank-

in'Pike. *Our {heology COmMits
us to battling racism, and we

Sfulin drawm;, a diverse

: ha\re to beam walkmg the ta]l\ n

N

a'very ageressive way.

The event has drawn a more‘
diverse. a
_She]]y said: Worshippers will
hear a wide range of musical

ience each ' year,

styles, Shelly said, from country

gospel to Spanish to African-

Amerxcan church music. ‘
There will be an attempt to

‘touch on the kinds of music and
worship traditions represented”

in the audience.” he said, “Te will

not be all of one sort” :
 For ‘Alicia Griffin, a2 Mexican

inmigrant who has lived“in

‘Nashville since 1985, the Gather:

ing is an event at which race

does not matter. ‘I see myselfas *-
a Christian that is part of wor-
. ship service; not as a Hispanic or

as 2 woman,” said Griffin a
member of Belmont Church. A
dentist,  Griffin- said “she has
never experienced racism.

““Mavbe (it's) because Tma
professional person. Tve never

“felt like a foreigner,”

For many minorities, however,
that experience is riot reality,
The Rev. Andrew Stephens,

pastor of the Village Church, a
predgnnn.mtly black congrega-
‘tion in east Nashville, said he

thinks the event will be success:
- crowd.
But he worries that often people

who say race does not matter do”

not fully grasp the complexity Of
theissue.

“The whole problem Ihave is®

it falls short of addressing' the
race problem that remains ‘in
Americaand itries to . -through

 positive thinking pretend it’s not

there. 'mi unable to do that kind

of positive thmkmg as Tlock at

the inequities’ that continue to
existin public schools, and when
Tlook at the Juvenile Justice Cen-
terjust full of black kids™
The Rev, Enoch Fuzz of the
predominantly black Corinthian
Missionary Bapnst " Church,
however, i said’ " Operation

Andrew, the group that sponsors
the Gathering has done a lot to

buﬂd bndges between black and
white congregations, .-
“The Gathering. becomes ‘a

celebration of a year’s worth of
“work,” Fuzz:said. He added that

many people speak of heaven as

"a place where there will be no

racial divisions and the Gather-
ing “becomes kind of like to the

“best of our ability a glimpse of

what heaven will be like —a

house ‘of prayer ‘for all people -

regardless” of . their tace or

: denommatxon .
£ unpoxtant Fuzz saxd for .
the church to lead the way in

working for racial unity because’

ality. ‘
“The church was the lndmg

pl"tce of those people, especmlly
in the South, who did not wantto’
‘beapart of desegregation. Those
“people who wanted toholdonto
‘the segregated society retreated

to their suburban churches no
Now, .many pastors say, that

kind of thinking is unacceptable .

atalmost every congregation. .

“We're: never going 10 have'

the kind of community that we
want to have as long as we allow

‘bigotry.and hatred and prejudice ~
‘to-build walls:between us,” said"

the Rev. L H: Hardwick of Christ
Church in Antioch. “Of all the
mstitutions in the' country; ‘the
church ought to be doing every-
thing it can ... to work against
those artificial bartiers towards

unity”
And for people like Pitman of
Word of Faith Christian Center,
the (xathcnng, isagreat epporma .
nity to experience the unity that
being a Christian i Is supposed o

beallabout.
*1 think the Gathenng 15
mcredlblymo 'g Last year, we

were erieved because that place
been ﬁlled to capac- :

should he
xty,andnwau e |

- Brian Lewis wiiles about religion, faith

ard values He can be reached at 259-
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